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The Winds Blow Hard— W ha 
Thest 

Tha wtndi blow hard. Wbal (ban t 
Be hold* lliom In ttag bellow of Hl» bend ; 
Tbe farlooi blevta will Kink when Hie 
eonuneod 

Bldi tbem be onlni egeln. 

Tbe flight In dark. What tbant 
To him the der kneee le u bright u daj ; 
At HIh command the Bbede* will Ah iwi^i 

And all be U|bi %**\n. 

The wave 1* da«p. What then T 
Tor Iirael'a boats the water* upright atood. 
And Be wfaoee power oootrolled Uiat ratios 


HUH euoeore belpletaman. 


The 


into three classes, and ibis was 
the ay atom genera) accepted 
throughout Christendom during 

the early centuries. 


PrimltlTe Church and Its 
Customs. 

Aa the God of heaven, and 
Creator of the earth, ia the au- 
thor of order and not of confu- 
sion, bo He established order in 
hie kingdom which he set up on 
earth by hie eon, Jesus Christ, 
and there were different orders 
of believers. Id the early exist- 
ence ot the cbnrch, when all 
things were done for the glory 
of God and his Son, there ex- 
isted none ot that severity that 
is found iu the customs of the 
chun-b, on matters of this class, 
daring the third century and 
later. 

In the period of the first prop- 
agation of the doctrine, all 
things were conducted by rules 
of the broadest simplicity, and 
without any attempt at impos- 
ing demonstration. Every be- 
liever was allowed to talk and 
preach Christ and bis cross daily, 
and in any place that they chose, 
and both men and women could 
baptize, and the baptisms they 
performed were accepted as valid 
But there was order, however, 
and where an organized body 
existed, each member knew hie 
place and performed the work 
that was assigned "to his office. 
Outside of organized churches, 
any member could act under the 
general commission which Chriat 
gave to all believers, and their 
work, when performed accord- 
ing to the divine rule, was re- 
ceived with gladness and appro- 
bated in prayer. 

There is some difference in 
the writings of the ancients 
about the number of ranks in the 
church. Borne writers divide 
them into three, some into four, 
and others into five. Euaebius 
gives three : rulers, believers, 
and catechumens — as this word 
occurs so frequently in all the 
church literature of the primi- 
tive times, I will stop here to ex- 
plain it, that all readers may 
have an intelligent understand- 
ing of its meaning. This lower 
order of Christians did not exist 
at the commencement, but was 
created very early ; and we sup- 
pose for the purpose of prevent- 
ing the rapid introduction of 
idolatrous customs and heathen 
practices into the church. They 
wore called catechumens from 
the Greek word katecheo, which 
means to teach, in the first ru- 
diments of any art or science. 
They were only prospective, 
members of the church, and not 
baptized; ho they were simply 
students of Christianity, and un- 
der some rulers, it took them 
two years to graduate, and re- 
ceive baptism ; as long as it does 
to graduate in the Normal 
Course of Ashland College — St. 
. Jerome makes five orders by di- 
viding the ministry or clergy 


Observations by a Conservative 
Brother who reads Our Paper. 

E. L. YoDKR — DlAR SIB ANO 

Bkothib: I say Brother; we 
are not brethren as belonging to 
the same natural family ; but 
but •plritttally apeaking, I trust 
wa are brethren, although I be- 
long to the Conservative bran oh 
of the church. 

I believe the Bible and its 
principles. And it does my soul 
good to know that I live, or try 
t> live those principles. It is 
true, the Brethren, or Progress- 
ives, so called, have been, and 
still ate denounced in strong 
language. I must say that I am 
not acquainted with their mode 
of living, in or out ol the church; 
and have no way of becoming 
acquainted except by reading 
the Brethren Evangelist. I 
know by experience that some 
of the German Baptists here, at 
Beach Grove are very inconsist- 
ent, and leek both principle, and 
good common sense. Yet, I am 
told that the Brethren are still 
more so. I think, however, that 
the German Baptists will be- 
come brightor for having rubbed 
themselves against the Breth- 
ren. Had there been no Breth- 
ren, they could not have been 
thus rid of some of their dross ; 
and it may be possible that it 
became necessary in the course 
ot events that the Brethren were 
called into existence, to give the 
German Baptists a lift into a 
higher and better life. If just 
criticism and rebuke has any 
merit with them, they will cer- 
tainly be thus benefitted. 

I have never been to Annual 
Meeting since I am a member of 
the church ; but speaking from 
what little knowledge I have 
gleaned here at Beach Grove by 
the walk and conduct oi at least 
one family, or rather the head 
thereof and the brother, an el- 
der, I am constrained to be- 
lieve that about the whole truth 
is spoken by J. II. Worst, under 
the heading, "A Peep in the 
Council Meeting." (See The 
Brethren Evangelist, June 10, 
1886.) 

If men and women bave no 
consistency, or do not use it, 
— if they are not "true blue" at 
home, it is quite likely they are 
not at Annual Meeting. I do 
not regard the Evangelist as 
having attained unto perfection, 
but because of its plain, outspo- 
ken way of saying things, and 
because of its showing up the 
errors and imperfections of the 
German Baptists, I do respect it. 
So far it has been a welcome 
visitor. Very respectfully yours 
for the right. 

J. B. Yooer. 
Canaan, Ohio. 


The Itoliglons World. 

The seventy-seventh annual 
meeting of The London Society 
tor the promotion of Christian- 
ity among the Jews has been 
held in Exeter Hall. The ex- 
penditures last year were about 
$190,000. 

Dr. Jacob Ditzier, Methodist, 
ot Kentucky, and Dr. Kay, Bap- 
tist, of Mo, are to msetln a theo- 
logical debate in Montana some 
time this month. This is the 
same Ray that ridiculed and 
railed at the doctrines of the 
Church through the Brethren at 
Work and Primitim Christian a 
few years ago. 

The Moravion Theological 
Seminary, at Bethlehem, has, 
received a bequest of $5,000 
from the late Samuel Hiegel of 
Bethlehem. Friends in Boston 
have sent the sum of $717.00 to 
the missionary board of this 
denomination to aid in a missiou 
to Northern Alaska. Over 
$5,000 has been raised for this 
purpose, and two missionaries 
with their wives, are to be sent 
out during the present month. 


Soiling Shrines. 

The "Statne of Liberty" is 
the name of the largest object 
of that line in the world. It is 
now being shipped from France 
to this country. The weight of 
this stupendous statuois 440,000 
pounds, of which 176,000 pounds 
are copper. The remainder is 
brass. When* located, it will 
Btand 305 feet above tide -water, 
the statue being 151.2 feet, the 
pedestal 91 feet, and the founda- 
tion 52.1. Eight years were re- 
quired to construct it. Tt is 
described as one ot the greatest 
works of all times, and will be 
the eighth wonder of the world. 

It is not calculated to serve the 
purpose of a god, and will not 
be called an idol, although many 
people will worship it more or 
less. We are told that there is 
a lack of sufficient funds to 
complete the pedestal, and a 
miniature statuette or a model 
of it can be purchased for one or 
five dollars, and people are urged 
to help the work along by buy- 
ing them. We venture to say 
that a thriving business will be 
done, and the shrines of the 
Btatue of Liberty will be in de- 
mand for many years to come. 
Thus thousands of dollars will 
be piled away in that lifeless ob- 
ject, which will do no one any 
particular good ; and there it 
will remain, until some practical 
and great character melts it 
down and sends it about doing 
good, as Cromwell melted the 
gold gods into money that he 
found in a temple. ' 

Let us spend our dollar or 
five dollars for the Cause ot 
Christ, rather than for a shrine 
of the statue. 


Live near to God, and so all 
things will appear to you little 
in comparison with eternal real- 
ities. — B. M. M'Chkvne. 

Be always displeased at what 
thou art, if thou desire to attain 
to what thou art not; for where 
thou hast pleased thyself there 
thou abidest. — Quarlbs. 


Seeing and Hearing.-Cou tinned. 
Bro. Ilolsinger and I bave both 
been in the Brethren Church long 
enough to know what are the 
characteristics of the Old Order 
German Baptists, now withdrawn 
from us, and enjoying old order- 
ism in neace to themselves, and 
that other sect, properly known 
as the German Baptists, made 


up of old order brethren on the 
one hand and progressives on 
the other hand. 

This latter body has no plat- 
form .of its own, and hence with 
one foot on the platform of the 
Old Order Church and the other 
upon the platform of the Breth- 
ren Church (progressive); and 
hence the shiftless policy of gov- 
ernment, "bad ruling," and glar- 
ing inconsistencies that charac- 
terizes it as a Church. There 
are ye t thousands among them 
that believe in maintaining 
old order in its entirety as to uni- 
formity in dresa, opposition to 
Collegiate education for the 
ministry, opposition to Sunday- 
schools, systematized missionary 
effort, supported ministry, and 
protracted revival meetings, 
white many thousands on the 
other hand look upon all these 
ways and means as Soripturally 
legitimate and elective, and 
highly conducive under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to 
the furtherance of the cause of 
Christ among us ; and by their 
acts show that they don't believe 
the dress question has anything 
to do with our Church relation. 
Since I am getting about 
among the people of the Miami 
Valley I learn more and more of 
this one fact, that the Old Order 
brethren should have taken the 
step they did take much earlier 
and taken a much larger propor- 
tion of the G. B's. with them, 
and then left the balance go pro- 
gressive into the Church of the 
Brethren where they properly 
belong. This divide would then 
be about like the English Mis* 
sionary Baptist from the Old 
Iron-side Baptist — the former 
progressive and the latter old 
order — and then be neacable, 
quiet and respeatful one toward 
another. 

I must not forget to mention 
that brother Ilolsinger and I 
took a drink from the historic 
spring, which Elder J. Wise said 
the Old Order captured when 
they built their new meeting 
house at the Grove. We could 
not see what tactics were used in 
the capture unless it was by lo- 
cating the house at the fountain 
head of the spring where they 
now get the first dip. The G. B. 
should never have brought the 
injunction suit as the same pure 
water flows freely aud uninter 
uptingly from the walls of the 
new house down to the old place 
all the same. Indeed the spring 
is "no respecter of persons," 
quenching the thirst of the pro- 
fessor, or non- professor all the 
same. Are we not all drinking 
to our souls of the same spirit- 
ual fountain, and therefore came 
through the One Faith, One 
Lord, and one Baptism into the 
same Father of all ? Brethren 
our creed, the "New Testament," 
adopted two years ago in the 
Dayton Convention is gaining in 
favor, and I would not at all be 
surprised to learn that the G. B. 
Conference has reen acted that 
little episode, this week, at 
Mexico, Pa. ; "for de world do 
move" — iu church work. The 
Brethren do show them how. 
E. S. Mili.br. 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Gospel not Gloomy. 

* The Gospel gloomy ! It is an 
anthem from the harps of Hea- 
ven, the music of the river of 
life washing its shores on high 
and pouring In cascades upon 
the earth. Not so cheerful was 
the song of the morning stars, 
nor the shouts of the eons of God 
so joyful. Gushing 'roni the 
fountain ot eternal harmony, it 
was the first heard of earth in a 
low tone of solemn gladness, ut- 
tered in Eden by the Lord God 
himself. This gave the key note 
of the Gospel song. It breathed 
from the heart ot the Psalmist, 
and rang like a clarion from 
tower aud mountain top as 
prophets proclaimed the year of 
Jubilee. From bondage and 
exile, from dens and caves, trom 
bloody fields and fiery stakes, 
and peaceful deathbeds, have 
they answered in tones which 
cheered the disconsolate, and 
made the oppressors shake upon 
their thrones ; while sun and 
moon, and all tie stars of light, 
Btormy wind fulfilling his word, 
the roaring sea and the fulness 
thereof, mountains and hills, 
fruitful fields and all the trees of 
the wood have rejoiced before 
the Lord and the coming of his 
Annointed, for the redemption 
of his people, and the glory of 
his name. — Ex. 

■ m ■ m . 

Bro. Hason on Souls not Im- 
mortal. 
Bro. Mason, went into uuneces- 
esary lamentatation in Evanubl- 
ist. No. 24, over the attitude of 
us who argue against the doc- 
trine that souIb, by themselves, 
are immortal, and drawn sur- 
mises and conclusions which are 
wrong, on the premise. Not'one 
of the correspondents have advo- 
cated a sentiment that in any 
way reflects against the doctrine 
ot Christ, nor against the doc- 
trine of future rewards and pun- 
ishments ; neither has the drift 
of the discussion the least ten- 
dency toward infidelity of any* 
kind ; we reject the charge. 

The points to be gained in 
this discussion are these ; 

That immortality can bo cov- 
ered or enclosed by corruption — 
an immortal soul in a rotting 
body. 

That immortality will be cast 
into the lake that burneth with 
fire and brimstone — the second 
deatn — and smoke ot torment 
will ascend forever. 

That immortality is no more 
exalted than the flush. 

That in the arrangement of 
redemption, it ia a substance to 
be inherited, instead of a nature 
already possessed. 

I do not question the intelli- 
gent being or existence of the 
soul after the death of the flesh 
of the body ; I do not question 
the being or existence of all mat • 
tor. I believe the soul is a sub- 
stance and no substance can be 
annihilated. Co ml it ion, only, 
can be annihilated. A. 


Let not unworthineBs scare 
the children of God. Parents 
love their children and do them 
good,. not because tbey sec that 
they are more worthy than oth 
ers, but because they are their 
own. — Leigh ton. 
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